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TV and Radio ‘\Editor
NBC is quietly pr epaung to
‘unveil a major extension of its"
Bl ws schedule in the fall; g
}..0 mmute Satulday evenmg

; news roundup in the format of

- Report,

1] A new. team has been’ cre-' -
atzd for the weekend news- “
ca’st. Robert MacNeil an NBC
: B

‘corxespondcm in Washmgton

"to anthor the . report * from”
here. David Brinkley's Satur- -
.day -counterpart from -Wash-
mvton wﬂl be Ray Scheler

nother NBC newsman long
,on the capital beat. R
i The program will be called:
[“The - Scherer-MacNeil Re-
iport.” It will be introduced :
ithe week of Sept.'13. -

<
“been criticized in the past by
FCT officials and others for
inot scheduling more news-
.casts on weekends.

. The NBC project is the first :
“significant © answer to this
; eriticism in ‘the pre-1l p. m.
{ heurs. CBS has long had a ',
. Sunday night late-evening 15- |
minute news . roundup. ABC
ilast month inaugurated - 15-- -
minute newscasts Saturday .;
and Sunday nights at 11.

- “The- Schercr-MacNeil Reg
port” will replace a 15-minute -

' newscast formerly handled by
i Sander Vanocur and currently
llotatcd among various news-.'’

“men - including Scherer and  How dxd you account for
- that? .+
The 30-minute roundup will -

-'MacNeil.

“make more use of NBC's for-
“eign and domestic correspond-,
ents than does the Huntley-
Bnnlxlcv Report. NBC distaffer
Nancy Dickerson pr obably will ',
be seen often from the Wash- .
mf*ton end. Jim Simpson will «
report sports out of New York. '
Thie pregram will be fed to | .-
the network at 6:30 p. m., but 4

] or, elsewhere 8t.7.0n tape

By chhard K. Doan

»the. famous Huntley Bxinkley ;

+| in. growing dismay thede days.
"mll be' brought to New York: !

concede,
“ stantly, when

early Saturday cvening NBC - from -

. it before"

fusion, another” ratings won-
der has turned up. “Branded,”
a - half—hour
threw .
mxdseason when Bill Dana’s
-show' ﬂoundcrcd, is giving the
~old TV warhorse Ed Sulhvan,
‘serious- comp*titmn

wecks on’ the alr,,“Bxandcd"
‘might be carried in New Yozk ; a

"It will not

other w.than ' the
news. Loca) stations have pro-

gxamm"d ‘the ohher _quarter- .

hour. - .
NBC is undelstood already

i to 'have: received good clear- .

.ance for the new half-hour
pr o;ect n om amhafed stations.

Y

' < »
. Tell Mp Wlw . ae

Some of television’ s most
c}menmced heads are shaking

>

Their owners say they just
don’t know, any more, what
the public is: gomg to take a-
fanc) to.. .

. Take “le'xgans
(hcv usually say. One of the -

I'most awful shows that ¢ver .
| "hit the small screen. It's uust

too inane for words.’ :
And it’s one of the ueason

| hits. =~

Or sometimcs these worrlcd

o e crts on t [ Pyle” 1 ow,” one w1t suggested, “but’
The TV networks often have .7 point at “Gomer e 5

and say, “How cou!d that be,
onc of the highest rated new
series o come along this.
year?”

o “Bewitched,” they tend to !
C was recognized in-.
its pilot film'
made the rounds of the met- |
“works, as an undoubied smash, )
- It scemed fresh and gcnumely
funny,

“Peyton Place.” _they agre
is accountable as a success.. It
simzly. transferred the, emo-
- tional appeal of soap opera
‘dayiime - to evening
hours. Why had nobody done -

bl

But- “lehg:ms Island""

And now, to add to the con-

western NBC
n’ Sunday nights_ in .

“In m,n ‘out. of its first’ five

ctuailv’ outrated’ Sulltvan’s |

ar vanety hour; durmg the half= g b

' 1eplace any :
present network progr amming S
15-minute . §

Island,” ) B

“"Sonanm,” xmmcdmtcly fol-

‘Branded'!

f Qé‘wﬁ@y N@W@@@%

N BC’s Rayv Scherer

xhom of their direct competi-
ytnon :
T “Peorple probably don’t
twhat they are watching the

"first half of ‘Bonanza’!”

low'no “Branded,” is - the
head and- shoulders giant of.
‘the ratings race.

Because of this Juxta»posp
tion,. another: wag thought
NBC might skunk Sullivan-
even more with blurbs saying,
“For a real bonanza of fun,
watch, Chuck Connors in
See Connors get
‘knocked off his hoss!”

But “Branded” is really no
laughing matter' it’s about a
‘Union  Army cavalry - officer.
drummed out of the service ,
for cowardice and on the lam.;
in the Old West. In short
“The Fugltlvo on horseback.

One theory ‘is that 'I‘V
-audiences are more in the }
mood for drama than comedy ; g
ag aliernative to Sullivan. Be- :
| fore Bill Dana’s show, Sullivan i
“&s more or less the undomg
of - Imogene Coca’s - "Grmdl”
and of “Car 54.” - B

Another theory _is .that!
“Branded” caters better to the. ]
‘Walt Disney fans in the hour
preccdmg it. .

- Bill. fTodmay,_; ,}Apalrt,x,lsr_; in”

ISR

@ "‘
(left)
Satm day oﬂ'aplm«s of Huntley-mekloy.

| Goodson-Todman,

‘another ' explanation yestcr-

| lous, and we've tried to mike"

authored half- hour western

" and ‘Rohert MacNeil;

, . P o

prodpcgrs
of the new western, had’ still

day.” “We got this show to-
gether in unusually fast tlme »
he said, “but I like to think‘
Goodson-Todman have won a’
reputation for being meucu-

this as good as ‘we possxbly
could. It think you've got to
give a lot of éredit to Chuck

He's a good actor and a: yery‘
zealous worker.,”

Todman disclosed that [the-
serics will begin a three- part
drama filmed in color this
; Sunday, The three episodes
will be edited into a theatri-
cal movie for distribution
-abroad by Columbia Pictures.

. Meanwhile, CBS.has paid
NB(‘ that sincerest form of
. flattery by announcing' a
‘back-to-back” scheduling next
+fall of a new Rod Serling-

Jjust preceding Saturday
| night's SGunsmoke . .

iares
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